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Wound Pattern Analysis
Introduction.
According to forensics, wounds result from physical assault and consequently resulting in the breakage of the natural development of the body tissues in the living body (West, 1996). Mechanical injuries are classified into three types: blunt force injury, sharp force injury, and firearms injury. Blunt force injury results from blunt instruments and is apparent on the skin. They include abrasions, lacerations and bruises or contusions. Sharp force injury results from stabbing or cutting of the skin with sharp instruments. They include incised/cut injury and penetrating injury/puncture/stab. Firearms injury is easy to identify and vary according to the angle of firing, muzzle velocity, distance or the part of the body concerned. West, (1996) states that "autopsy is very critical in criminal justice and forensics since it can reveal internal injuries which mostly result from asphyxiation and strangulation." The pattern of the wound is significant in psychologically profiling a serial killer. In this case, forensic experts analyze the wound patterns by determining the height of the victim and measuring the dimensions of the wounds. This paper evaluates the role that wound pattern analysis played in the development of the psychological profile in the case of John Wayne Gacy. 
Case Analysis.
Anderson (1994), states that "John Wayne otherwise referred as Killer Clown was a chronic serial murderer from Chicago, Illinois in the 1970s and he was convicted and executed by lethal injection for raping and killing 33 young men". His first recorded murder was in 1975 when John Butkovitch, a 17-year-old, who was his employee, came to request for his money. Gary raped him and murdered him by strangulation (Anderson, 1994). In 1976, John Wayne Gacy started to rape and kill young men exponentially which was furthered by his wife's divorce.  He sourced his victims from his work sites and abducted others from bus stops and streets.
The main problem that faced the criminal justice system in relation to the missing young men was that after killing his subjects through strangulation, John Wayne Gacy buried them underneath his house or around his garage (Damond, 2015). His neighbors were alarmed that something strange was going on after he was seen digging his yard and carrying trash bags; however, because of John Wayne Gacy's positive reputation and active involvement with the community, the neighbors could not suspect as the murderer of the young boys, and thus they did not report him to the authorities. Lester& White (2011), assert that "John Wayne Gacy had employed two workers, David Cram and Michael Rossi who had the instructions to spread lime around the house as well as around the garage." The lime served to mitigate the smell from spreading.
The whereabouts of the missing young men were unknown until 1978 when Robert Priest, 15-year-old, went missing. A pharmacist description of Gacy as the man who had promised to offer Priest some work gave the police a clue on the missing young boys. After checking Gacy's criminal record, police discovered he had been in jail for about 18 months on molestation accusations (Anderson, 1994). After a thorough search in his house, there were remains of decayed corpses underneath the floorboards.  After analyses of the corpses, the forensic scientists discovered some wounds which were important in the development of the psychological profile of John Wayne Gacy.Some victims had acute injuries resulting from stabbing. However, the forensics noted that most of Gacy's murders were done either through strangulation or asphyxiation with the help of an improvised tourniquet. In her book, “Thinking Outside the Crime and Box”, Diane Diamond asserted that, "all the bodies discovered from the crawl space had similar and unique wound patterns" (Damond, 2015). The analysis of the wound patterns by the forensics as well as the help of anthropologists was critical in identifying the actual bodies.
Lester & White (2011) acknowledges that "Gacy's modus operandi and the location of murder were the important aspects in the identification of his victims." Despite the fact that his last murder was in 1978, his last victim was discovered four decades later. On July 23, 2018, the Department and the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children identified two of John Wayne Gacy's victims through facial reconstructions (Lester & White, 2011). The researchers discovered remains in a crawl space in his house and matched them to John Wayne mode of killing. 
Conclusion.
In conclusion, despite the fact that the police apprehended John Wayne Gacy, the wound pattern analysis served a great purpose of identifying his victims. Most of John Wayne murders were accomplished through strangulation and asphyxiation. Injuries on the neck found on the neck bones of the victims were a clear indication that he employed a makeshift tourniquet. Moreover, some of the bodies discovered underneath the floorboards had acute injuries from the stab.  Therefore, the wound patterns were critical in the development of the psychological profile of John Wayne Gacy.
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